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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Re: Downtown

I have a suggestion for city council regarding the future of
Hamilton’s downtown. Why not set out a long-term plan
to shift the “centre of gravity” of the city to the up-and-
coming West Harbour area?

What has been done in that area already (Bayfront and
Pier 4 parks, the Marine Museum, etc.) is a wonderful im-
provement. Creating a revitalized, waterfront-centred
core of municipal offices, shops, restaurants and residen-
tial units (picture Spencer Smith Park on the Burlington
Waterfront — an integral part of their downtown) would
generate a renewed civic pride that could go a long way to
uplifting the entire image of our city.

I believe the timing is good for this idea, as the water-
front redevelopment is not yet too far along to accommo-

date this concept. In addition, the city has been starting to
ruminate publicly about expanding/moving/rebuilding
City Hall. Why not think big and show leadership by relo-
cating city hall to the new waterfront?

I think most people would agree that the downtowns of
cities are no longer necessarily hubs of commercial enter-
prise, as perhaps they used to be 50 years ago. But if we
could make our new “waterfront downtown” a hub of
government services, entertainment and recreational ac-
tivities — and a beautiful place that people will actually
want to come to — what a goal that would be for our city!

With a municipal election on the horizon, perhaps some
of our candidates could think about this suggestion and
bring it forward as part of the public debate about the fu-
ture of this city.

— Brian Mills, Hamilton

The minister’s
damaging salvo
Participants on all sides of the public debate over Canada’s role in

Afghanistan were stunned into momentary silence this week by our
defence minister’s bizarre and ill-timed outburst. 

Gordon O’Connor’s unexpected public concession — that NATO sol-
diers will not be able to defeat the Taliban insurgency by force — is itself a
bombshell that’s sure to have repercussions in any number of directions. 

The remarks will be seized upon by 
political foes as a smoking gun, an ad-
mission of flawed judgment by the same
government which controversially com-
mitted our soldiers to Afghanistan until
at least 2009. 

At the same time, those on the other
side of the argument — who favour ag-
gressive military pursuit of the war on
terrorism — will have been left cringing
by the minister’s utterance, and scram-
bling to put their spin on what he meant.

Maybe O’Connor’s ominous remarks
were a strategy to goad Canada’s NATO
partners into offering up more soldiers
and firepower and shouldering a bigger
share of the war in Afghanistan, where
resistance has been more fierce than ex-
pected, and where the Taliban seem to replenish their numbers at will.

Regardless of O’Connor’s motive, it is absurd that the country’s senior
official for military affairs should be making such bleak observations when
our soldiers are embroiled in deadly battles in southern Afghanistan. 

O’Connor’s words may have been a lapse into candour, but even that
seems unlikely given the strict information control Prime Minister
Stephen Harper clamps on all of his cabinet members.

Our forces are taking a lead role in Afghanistan because our government
made an undertaking to do so. Whether or not that role is to be extended
or adjusted should be a matter of national debate that considers the evolv-
ing circumstances in Afghanistan, the goals of NATO, the most sensible
options for pursuing those goals, and an honest reflection of the desires of
Canadians, regardless of which party holds power in Parliament. 

Kevin Cavanagh

A great example
“A community is like a ship; everyone ought to be prepared to take the helm.”

— Henrik Ibsen, Norwegian playwright, 1828-1906

Taking the helm doesn’t always mean doing everything by yourself. But
it does mean shouldering responsibility, taking action, forming part-

nerships. And the Keith neighbourhood has been willing to take the helm.
The new Robert Land Community Association made a successful bid to

buy Robert Land School, which closed in 2004. The bid is supported by
substantial financial contributions from a handful of donors.

When the school closed, an already barren, impoverished neighbour-
hood became more so. There were already no banks, no convenient bus
routes, no community centre —  the neighbourhood lost its community’s
hub when the 90-year-old school closed.

People react to bad news in a variety of ways. Some gripe and complain,
some get angry. And some swing into action.

That initial action on the part of the new community association — bid-
ding to purchase the school building — spawned action from another
community member, Mohawk College.

The college has adopted Robert Land School. As many as 50 of its best
students will help Keith residents through three projects: renovating
classrooms; developing and delivering recreation programs with the YM-
CA, and raising the centre’s profile through marketing, advertising and
public relations. Long-term, the community association sees the revital-
ized Robert Land School as a significant neighbourhood resource that
would include a policing centre, a job bank, health-care services and le-
gal aid, as well as recreational and social programs.

Mohawk College’s involvement in this community-based project is an
excellent example of what it means to be an active and purposeful part of
our city’s response to poverty and community-rebuilding. It’s a sign of
full engagement in the community in a meaningful, organic way that will
have a huge long-term impact.

It’s the kind of engagement that puts into action some of the principles
articulated by the Hamilton Roundtable for Poverty Reduction, a joint ef-
fort of the Hamilton Community Foundation and the city.

Noble philosophy is a key stepping-off point for the creation of a broad
strategy. We need the foundation provided by a set of well-articulated
common beliefs and goals.

But we also need a community willing to get its hands dirty, to roll up its
sleeves and actually build things. The Keith neighbourhood is willing to do
that and so is Mohawk College. What a great example for the rest of us.

Lee Prokaska

Quote of the day

“Friday’s always tough. What’s typically happening on Friday is you get a
train crew calling in to say: ‘I’m too tired to operate the train.’”

GO Transit manager Gary McNeil, about the proportion of 
CN rail crews who call in sick or tired on Fridays, 

causing delays or cancellations of GO trains

Move City Hall to waterfront

Nazi comparison ‘silly’

Re: ‘Juravinskis add $15m to legacy of
giving; Henderson Hospital to be re-
named’ (Sept. 6)

We were very disheartened when we
read the Henderson Hospital was going
to be renamed.

Once again, Margaret and Charles
Juravinski have donated a large sum of
money to Hamilton Health Sciences. In
this age of long waiting lists for surgery
and the litany of complaints arising
from cutbacks and underfunding, we

all appreciate the importance of their
philanthropy.

Having said that, why have we for-
gotten about Nora-Frances Henderson
and all her life’s work? Do we really
need to remove the name of the woman
cited by Charlotte Witton for
“….courageous conviction and in-
tegrity of character at its very high-
est?”  Many years back, the hospital
dropped Nora-Frances and went with
the shorter title of Henderson Hospi-
tal, but at least her name wasn’t erased

completely. The cancer centre named
for the Juravinskis already recognizes
their generosity. If CEO Murray Martin
feels the need to add the Juravinski
name to another building, why not the
General Hospital?

By all means, name a hospital after
the Juravinskis, but if we must see the
venerable Henderson renamed, let’s
rename it The Nora-Frances Hender-
son Hospital.

— Lynne and Joe Morris, Ancaster

Re: Afghanistan

I support our soldiers in Afghanistan,
but I do not support their role of seek
and destroy the enemy.

Canada has a proud reputation of be-
ing a peacekeeper, a role that has
shown the humanitarian culture of
Canadians to the world.

History has shown the Afghans are
ferocious fighters — the British were
repelled three times, the Russians suf-
fered heavy losses before ultimately
pulling out of Afghanistan. We cannot
win militarily against the Taliban

regime; they will never cease to repel
invaders. It’s a cold hard fact.

I believe Canada’s role in this war is
contrary to what made our country
great. We have been pulled into this
war by U.S. President George W.  Bush
in his anxiety about terrorism. We are
a peaceful nation — America clearly is
not. We have lowered our standards to
the level of Bush, Vice-President Dick
Cheney, and Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld, all of whom have not wit-
nessed the terror of war firsthand.

Clearly, war is not the answer.
— Pete Miles, Hamilton

Re: ‘In a soldier’s own words’ (Letter,
Sept. 5)

While I deeply respect the sentiments
expressed by the letter writer and the
sacrifices being made by her son and all
other Canadian troops stationed in
Afghanistan, I cannot agree with her.

First, she implies that any question-
ing of our presence in Afghanistan
suggests a lack of support for our
troops. In fact, many of the questions
being raised are prompted by real con-
cern for the well-being of our soldiers

and are, therefore, simply another
form of support.

As well, the letter writer’s suggestion
that we should not be in disagreement
with our government over this issue
seems somewhat ironic. We should all
remember that free and open discus-
sion is one of the main manifestations
of a healthy democracy, the export of
which, if American rhetoric is to be be-
lieved, is the reason soldiers are risking
their lives so far away from home.

— Lorne Warwick, Dundas

Divided opinion on Afghanistan makes debate necessary

I support our soldiers but not the war in Afghanistan

Henderson Hospital should not have been renamed

Re: ‘Police on patrol at Caledonia
school’ (Sept. 6)

Caledonia residents need not worry
about their elementary school-aged
children being harmed by the Six Na-
tions. News reports that promote fear-
mongering certainly don’t help in
restoring the peace that many on both
sides of the issue are committed to.

Although the Six Nations spokes-
people in the land reclamation have
made it absolutely consistent and clear
that they intend to take the govern-
ment to task with respect to their
treaty rights, (rights which are suppos-
edly protected under the Canadian
constitution), to infer the Six Nations

pose a threat to the Catholic school
children is absolutely ridiculous.

The Six Nations people also have
children whom they care for and love.
It may be a bit ironic to note that many
Six Nations’ children were taken from
their parents by government force and
placed in state- and church-sponsored
residential schools where they suffered
from acculturation and abuse. This is a
matter of historical record. If anyone
can empathize with the need for pro-
tecting children, it’s Six Nations and
other indigenous nations of Canada.

— Brant Bardy, Program Manager,
Aboriginal Media, First Nations Tech-

nical Institute, Tyendinaga Mohawk
Territory, Deseronto

Empathy and more from Six Nations on the need to protect kids
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Re: ‘Rummy’s world’ (Viewpoint: Los
Angeles Times, Sept. 1)
The George W. Bush administration’s
latest assault on reality is their pro-
moting of “Islamo-fascism” as the
current bogeyman threatening Amer-
ica. Keeping the American public in a
constant state of fear and panic is es-
sential to maintaining a war that is al-
ready lost but is still hugely financially
rewarding to the war industry.

A favourite tactic of Karl Rove, mas-
ter of political thuggery, consummate
spin-master and Bush’s right-hand
man, is to take the weakest or most
corrupt aspects of the administration
and simply assign it to their adver-
saries. In this case, their own fascist
aspirations are transferred to others
and those who point out the obvious
are labelled “appeasers.” Comparing
Iran to Nazi Germany may appeal to
the fear-sodden ignorant, but the
analogy is historically silly.

Now even conservative Republicans
(of a Libertarian bent) are beginning to
whisper the dreaded “F” word — is the
U.S. slipping towards fascism? As
Bush systematically tries to dismantle
the protections offered by the U.S.
Constitution, the world should be
more concerned about “Christo-fas-
cists” like Bush and company, than
their fairy tales designed to take the fo-
cus off their miserable failures.

— Rex Meade, Dundas

O’Conner’s startling comment
had something for everyone.

U.S. President George W. Bush’s
administration assaults reality.
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