
BY WADE HEMSWORTH

Robert Land passed the torch to Eva
Rothwell yesterday as a school be-
came a community resource centre
and a blighted Hamilton neighbour-
hood took a big step toward self-im-
provement.

Robert Land School on Went-
worth Street North closed in June,
2004. Yesterday it officially became
the Eva Rothwell Resource Centre,
named for the mother of benefactor
Edward Palonek. She attended
Robert Land as a girl. 

The 1914 building, two blocks
south of Burlington Street, had al-
ways been much more than a
school. It was the heart of a neigh-

bourhood that most of Hamilton ig-
nored for generations, where strips
of houses fill the spaces between
scrap yards and factories.  

That neighbourhood wouldn’t let
the building stay dark for long. With
considerable help from corporate
and community heavyweights and
many individuals, the Keith neigh-
bourhood took the building back for
good yesterday when it turned over
a $330,000 cheque to the school
board. 

Among the dignitaries, philan-
thropists and community partners
celebrating the handover yesterday
was one whose interest in the school
runs especially deep. 

Everyone at the centre knows

Mike Sinden, the father of two
Robert Land graduates and a mem-
ber of the community association’s
board of directors — the group that
organized the project. He lives just
around the corner on Munroe
Street, and he knows how badly his
neighbourhood needs the place.

“We have no bus route here, we
have no bank, no grocery store,
nothing within blocks of here,” he
explains. “The community itself is
like an island in an ocean. We seem
to survive, but we’re forgotten, too.
Between Barton and Burlington and
Victoria and Sherman, there’s
nothing. There’s just factories. And
we’re sort of just forgotten.”

Continued on A7
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Mike Sinden, unofficial caretaker of the Robert Land School, which is now a community resource centre.

TORONTO ✦ Canada’s courts have
approved a $5-billion settlement for
native victims of the residential school
system.

The deal settling the decade-long
class-action suit will deliver an aver-
age of $24,000 to every former stu-
dent of the system. The estimated
12,000 to 20,000 people who suffered
physical and sexual abuse will be eligi-
ble for an additional $5,000 to
$275,000 each and could get even
more if they can show a loss of income.

Most of the country’s courts gave the
settlement their stamp of approval.
Only Nunavut and the Northwest Ter-
ritories remain.

Phil Fontaine, national chief of the As-
sembly of First Nations, who was one of
the first national figures to go public in
1990 with his own story of sexual and
physical abuse at Fort Alexander
School in Manitoba, said yesterday his
next task will be to seek an official apol-
ogy from the prime minister.

While there are about 10,500 individual
cases currently before the courts and
some 3,000 more in a government alter-
native dispute resolution program,
there’s estimated to be more than 80,000
people in total who are entitled to bene-
fits. The deal also includes $125 million for
the aboriginal healing fund, $60 million
for a truth and reconciliation process to
document the history and legacy of gov-
ernment-run Indian residential schools
and $20 million for commemorative pro-
jects. The most controversial aspect of
the settlement is an estimated $100 mil-
lion set aside for legal fees.

Aboriginal residential schools began
operating in the late 1800s. In the late
1970s all the schools were shut down.
The Canadian Press

OTTAWA ✦ Washington’s ambassador
to Canada says Maher Arar is still con-
sidered a threat to his country and will
stay on an American security watch-
list, despite a Canadian inquiry’s dec-
laration that Arar is innocent.

In a written statement yesterday, the
U.S. ambassador to Canada, David
Wilkins, said his government deport-
ed Arar in 2002 to Syria because of
“information from a variety of
sources.”

Wilkins appeared to assert the Unit-
ed States had its own reasons to act
against Arar, and does not intend to
comply with a Canadian government
request to take Arar off its border watch
lists.

“The decision to remove Mr. Arar
from the United States in 2002 was
made by U.S. officials based on our
own independent assessment of the
threat to the United States,” said
Wilkins. 

That means Arar is effectively barred
from travelling to some 70 countries
which share information with the
States, Arar’s lawyer Julian Falconer
said last week.

“Due to a lawsuit in the United States
initiated by Mr. Arar which was dis-
missed at the trial level and is now on
appeal, I cannot go into any further de-
tail,” said Wilkins in the release.

Arar is suing the U.S. government
over its “extraordinary rendition” of

him to Syria.
Arar, a dual Canadian-Syrian citi-

zen, was detained in New York in Sep-
tember 2002 en route to Canada as he
returned from a family vacation in
Tunisia.

Within two weeks, the United States
deported Arar to Syria, via Jordan. In
Syria, Arar was tortured and jailed in
the notorious Palestine Branch mili-
tary prison for more than a year. 

A two-year inquiry in Canada re-
cently cleared Arar of any connection
to terrorism or illegal activity.

Justice Dennis O’Connor deter-
mined that erroneous information
supplied by RCMP officials “very like-
ly” led the United States to its decision.

The errors included labelling Arar and
his wife “Islamic extremists” linked to
al-Qaeda .
Toronto Star

Cleared in Canadian inquiry, but Americans say they’ll keep ‘threat’ on watchlist
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Sunny and mild,

cloudy tonight. 

Full details: A15

The 12 Days 
Christmas

• A HAMILTON STORY • 
With Christmas Day approaching, a
freak snowstorm has stranded
Russell Murphy, a courier driver in
Hamilton, atop the west Mountain.
The future of the city’s steel indus-
try depends on his timely delivery
to the downtown office towers ... 

It’s the beginning of a story whose end-
ing no one can predict.
That's because the person who started it
won’t get to tell all of the rest of it.
Today, The Spectator launches a 12-part
fiction story set in our favourite city, in
our favourite time of year. 
It’s being brought to you by a team of The
Spec’s best-known writers who’ve been
given a special challenge: To write a
chapter in a day, each one picking up the
story wherever it has been left.
Columnist Jeff Mahoney starts the tale
today. He’ll finish it in two weeks. But on-
ly after nine of his colleagues do what
they want with his characters. 
See Chapter 1 on page A18 and then stay
tuned through Dec. 30.
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U.S. breast cancer drop isn t duplicated in Canada
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New life for a grand old school

BY JOANNA FRKETICH

American researchers say they’re see-
ing a 7 per cent drop in breast cancer
rates after women stopped taking hor-
mone replacement therapy. 

But there’s no corresponding decline
in this country, which has Canadian
cancer experts scratching their heads.

Use of the therapy plunged sharply in
Canada, as well as the U.S., after a July,
2002 study found it might contribute
to breast cancer and other diseases. But
the number of women diagnosed with

breast cancer remained the same here
in 2003. If anything, it’s slightly high-
er than when women used the contro-
versial treatment to cope with
menopause.

“I find it hard to believe one year tak-
en off HRT would reduce cancer rates
to that level,” said Dr. Slobodan Franic,
regional co-ordinator of the Ontario
Breast Screening Program. “It would
be amazing if that’s true. I wish it was.”

In 2003, it’s estimated about 101.9
Canadian women out of every 100,000
had breast cancer. That compares to

about 103.4 in 2002 and 99.6 in 2001,
the last full year women used the ther-
apy.

“The breast cancer incidence rate in
Canada has been stable since 1993,”
said Heather Logan, director of cancer
control policy for the Canadian Cancer
Society. “So we have not observed the
kind of reduction that has been report-
ed in the United States.”

However, the American Cancer So-
ciety and a number of U.S. cancer ex-
perts are convinced in part because
cases dropped most among women 50

and older — the age group taking hor-
mones. The decline was biggest for tu-
mours whose growth is fuelled by es-
trogen. The drop was seen in every sin-
gle cancer registry that reports infor-
mation to the federal government and
no big change occurred with any other
major type of cancer. That would sug-
gest it’s not a statistical fluke or error.
jfrketich@thespec.com
905-526-3349

With files from Spectator
wire services

RELATED STORIES:
RCMP gets interim commissioner.
Meanwhile, prisoners recall
ordeal. Pages A4, A5
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