
BY DANIEL NOLAN

A man deemed “The Quiet Hero” for
working behind the scenes on such
projects as turning the former Robert
Land School into a north end commu-
nity centre is 2006 Citizen of the Year.

Don MacVicar, 50, who founded the
Wentworth Street Mission two
decades ago with his wife Carole, was
selected for the Royal Bank award at

the Chamber of Commerce-organized
banquet last night at Liuna Station.

More than 400 were on hand to hear
MacVicar, who has worked with un-
derprivileged children for 25 years,
chosen over five other contenders:
community volunteers Dr. Nathalie
Xian Yi Yan, Dr. John Frid and Dr. Carl
J. Turkstra, education director Chris
Spence and Morteza Jafarpour, head of
Settlement and Integration Services.

“I’m so deeply moved to be nominat-
ed,” MacVicar said, adding he had been
inspired to help troubled youth by his
favourite film Boys Town and its line
“There’s no such thing as a bad boy.”

MacVicar is a recipient of the Gover-
nor General’s Caring Canadian Award,
and he and his wife were awarded the
2004 Canada YMCA Peace Medal.

Winner of The Hamilton Spectator
Youth Volunteer of the Year Award was

Sabrina Pursley, of Ryerson Middle
School. She went from being a patient
at McMaster Children’s Hospital to
running a walk-a-thon for the hospital. 

The late legendary CHML radio re-
porter and volunteer Bill Sturrup won
The Spec’s Community Service Award. 
dnolan@thespec.com
905-526-3351

BY PAUL LEGALL

BRAMPTON ✦ Matthew Daly Sr.
climbed into the witness box and lifted
Matt Jr.’s picture high above his head.

“This is my beautiful boy, Matthew,”
he stated, looking past the three men in
the prisoner’s box on the first day of the
sentencing hearing for the slaying of
his son.

His wife Jo-Ann Daly stood a few
steps away holding a large picture of
Matthew’s headstone at Holy Sepul-
chre Roman Catholic Cemetery in
Burlington. His promising and all-too-
brief life was  bracketed by the dates on
the grey stone: born, Dec. 28, 1981; and
died, May 19, 2001.

It was the first time the parents have
spoken publicly about the vicious

crime that robbed them of their first-
born son almost six years ago. Their
words were raw and brutally honest as
they tried to convey how Matthew’s
senseless death has affected them and
their three surviving sons.

Chris, 16, Luke, 20, and David, 22, 
also spoke about the pain, sorrow and
anger of losing their big brother and
role model.

In deference to his memory, they
each wore his No. 56 on their jerseys as
they followed in his footsteps to the
Crusaders football squad at Assump-
tion Catholic High School. Matthew
had been captain of the team.

Daly first experienced the horror of
his son’s death when he went to Joseph
Brant Memorial Hospital in the early
hours of May 19, 2001. Matthew had

been ambushed and beaten up by five
people, some wielding baseball bats, as
he was walking home from a high
school graduation party with his girl-
friend Erin Keller.

“I remember hugging him, as he lay
lifeless in the bed. To this day, I cannot
get the horror out of my mind when I
felt the back of his head.”
Continued on A7
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the regionally allocated vehicles is 1 in 5,000. See your GM dealer or visit www.gmcanada.com or call 1-800-GM-DRIVE for full contest rules. �Offer applies to the purchase of 2007 GMC Sierra 900 SLE Ext.Cab 2WD new or demonstrator models.†Financing on approved GMAC credit only for 2007 GMC Sierra SLE Ext. cab 2WD equipped as described. Based on a 36 month term. Down payment and/or trade may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Example: $10,000 at 1.9% APR, the monthly payment is $285.99 for 36 months. Cost of borrowing is $295.64. Total obligation is
$10,295.64.�†Freight $1250, license, insurance, registration, PPSA, administration fees and taxes are not included. Offers apply as indicated to the purchase or lease of 2007 new or demonstrator models of the vehicle equipped as described. Offers apply to qualified retail customers in the Ontario Pontiac • Buick • GMC Dealer Marketing Association area only (including Outaouais and excluding Northwestern Ontario). Dealer order or trade may be required. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Limited time offer which may not be combined with other offers. See your Pontiac • Buick • GMC dealer for conditions and details. �Fuel Consumption determined using
Transport Canada approved methodology for 2007 GMC Sierra Ext. Cab 2WD with 4.8L engine and automatic transmission. *Based on 2006 GM Large Pickup segment and latest available competitive information.  Excludes other GM vehicles. **Maximum trailer weight ratings are calculated  assuming a base vehicle, except for any option(s) necessary to achieve the rating, plus driver. The weight of other optional equipment, passengers and cargo will reduce the maximum trailer weight our vehicle can tow. See your GMC dealer for additional details.***Based on 2006 GM Large Pickup segment. Excludes other GM vehicles.
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Citizen of the Year Don MacVicar was inspired to help troubled youth by a line in his favourite film Boys Town, which goes: ‘There’s no such thing as a bad boy.’

‘I hear Matthew’s screams’: Dad

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR: Kids’ champion, Don MacVicar

BY NICOLE MacINTYRE

Mohawk College is exploring moving
its music program downtown to the
Lister Block.

The Spectator has learned the col-
lege advised the province it is interest-
ed in being part of the revitalization
project, which remains up in the air. 

Mohawk president MaryLynn West-
Moynes confirmed she has had talks
about a downtown campus, but
stressed there are no firm plans.

“This is really preliminary stages for
us,” she said, adding there are three
possible locations for the department
of 300 students being discussed.

Mayor Fred Eisenberger said he’s
aware of the college’s interest in the
second phase of the project and would
be thrilled to see another campus in
the core.

“There’s nothing but good that
could come out of this,” he said, noting
students would “re-animate” the
street.

Mohawk’s acclaimed music school is
squeezed into classrooms, including
portables, on its Fennell campus.

West-Moynes says there is no fund-
ing for a move yet. 

The fate of the historic Lister Block is
still in question as the city waits to hear
how much the province is willing to
contribute to its restoration.
nmacintyre@thespec.com
905-526-3299
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Court OKs use of dead soldier s sperm 
BY ARON HELLER

JERUSALEM ✦ Keivan Cohen will soon
have a child with a woman he never met.

The 20-year-old Israeli soldier was
killed by a Gaza Strip sniper in 2002. At
the request of his parents, doctors har-
vested Cohen’s sperm after his death.

Now, after four years of legal wran-
gling, a court has ruled the sperm can be
injected into a woman selected by the
family. 

The fight began when the Cohens

tried to gain access to the sperm and the
hospital refused on grounds that only a
spouse could make such a request.

Arguing that their son yearned to
raise a family, his parents challenged
that decision. On Jan. 15, a Tel Aviv
court granted the family’s wish.

“On the one hand I’m terribly sad
that I don’t have my boy; it’s a terrible
loss,” Rachel Cohen said. “But I’m also
happy that I succeeded in carrying out
my son’s will.”

Irit Rosenblum, a family rights advo-

cate who represented the Cohen fami-
ly, said the ruling was significant be-
cause it set a precedent for those seek-
ing to continue bloodlines after death.

“I think it is a human revolution,”
Rosenblum said. “Ten years ago, who
would believe that a human being can
continue after he has died. I think it is
great for humanity.” The ruling also or-
dered the Ministry of Interior to register
any children born as a result of the in-
semination as children of the deceased.
The Associated Press

Devastated family breaks silence, tells court of pain of losing a son to murder

Lister Block:
Alive with
the sound 
of music?

Bill Sturrup, Sabrina Pursley also honoured
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BY DANIEL NOLAN

An 11-year-old girl has been named the
Hamilton Spectator Youth Volunteer
of the Year Award winner.

Sabrina Pursley was honoured last
night at the 69th annual Citizen of the
Year dinner, organized by the Hamilton
Chamber of Commerce.

She was one of six young people up
for the award and Pursley said she was
stunned she received the honour.

“I was really shocked when they
called my name,” said Pursley after she
was presented with the award before
400 people at Liuna Station.

“I didn’t really think I’d get that far.
There were some amazing nominees.”

Pursley, a Grade 6 student at Ryerson
Middle School on Robinson Street, was
honoured for the fundraising work 
she has done for McMaster 

Children’s Hospital.
Six years ago, she faced a kidney in-

fection and was treated at the hospital.
She was so im-
pressed with the
care and support
she and her family
received that she
decided to give
something back.

She organized
Sabrina’s Walk for
Smiles for Mac
Kids and raised
$5,000.

Last year, she
presented the hospital with a donation
of $12,500, the proceeds from the
fourth annual walk. The next walk is
set for April.

Sabrina said she also was happy
when her name was announced. She

attended the dinner with her parents,
Willy, 38, and Michelle, 37, plus her
grandmother, godmother and best
friend.

“I’m very proud,” said her father.
“She’s 11 years old. She’s a great role
model.”

Sabrina said getting the award has
inspired her to do more good work.

Other nominees included Maddison
Babineau, a cancer victim who set up a
school in Africa; Victoria Bragues, who
helps immigrants; Josh Harvey, who
fights racism and is active in his
church; Eric Smart, who works with
the disabled and elderly, and Steve
Martinez and Jamie Sholer, who raised
$7,500 to help their friend, Drew Lee,
who was attacked and beaten last 
summer.
dnolan@thespec.com
905-526-3351
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BY BILL DUNPHY

When Don MacVicar casts an eye over
his fellow nominees for the 2006 
Royal Bank Distinguished Citizen of
the Year Award, he can’t help but voice
his admiration.

Chris Spence, Carl Turkstra,
Morteza Jafarpour, Nathalie Xian Yi
Yan, Dr. John Frid ... and then there’s
Don, the North End kid, a kind of cast-
off from the Cape Breton coal mines.

“It’s a stellar group there,” Don says.
“An amazing group of people, they’ve
done great things for this city.”

That they have.
And so too has the
kid who stopped
growing before he
hit five feet, but
never stopped
dreaming big.

Don MacVicar,
co-founder — with
wife Carole — of
the Inner City
Outreach Ministry
and chair of the

Robert Land Community Association,
has done great big things for the city, by
looking after the little things — the
daily lives of his inner city neighbours
and their kids. And for that, last night
at Liuna Station in front of several
hundred fellow citizens, he was named
the 2006 citizen of the year.

Don’s 50 now, been with Dofasco for
more than a quarter of a century. He
was born in the coal-mining town of
Donkin, Nova Scotia. But poverty
chased his family out of the mines and
clear across the country in search of
work. Calgary, Edmonton, Toronto
and finally Hamilton’s north end,
where the MacVicars put down roots
and somehow found nourishment
amid the scrapyards and the foundries.

“I guess people were kind and gener-
ous to me and my family. So, when you
get a bit extra in your life, you want to
share it, to give a bit back — my mom
and dad were always like that,” he says.

The lesson was taught very early,
Don says, recalling a church Christmas
hamper that saved the holidays for the
family before they got to Hamilton.

He remembers as a teen how his old-
er brother Jim would save his tips from
his busboy job at the Connaught and
buy a pizza to share with his brothers.

And then, if he had the $7 it took, he’d
rent the outdoor ice at Eastwood Park
for an hour on the weekend and they’d
invite all the neighbourhood kids down
for a glorious game of shinny.

For that hour those kids enjoyed
what many kids today take for granted.

Decades later, Don has devoted himself
to continuing that work — and more.

About 20 years ago, he and Carol
started Inner City Outreach Ministry
at St. David’s Presbyterian, in his old
neighbourhood. They offered an alter-
native to drugs, crime or boredom.
They offered summer camp and winter
sports, games and recreation, snacks
and most importantly, a solid, non-
judgmental presence in kids’ lives.

More recently, he moved from wip-
ing tears and filling stomachs to build-
ing networks and finding funders as
chair of the much admired Robert Land
Community Association, a group that
bought and re-opened the neighbour-
hood school as a community centre 
after the board closed it. Now a whole
range of services are moving in, and
Don and his board are busy building a
solid financial future for the facility.

But for Don it’s still all about the kids.
“The joy of seeing a kid sink a basket,

grab a cookie, fill his stomach — saying
‘Thanks, sir!’ as they go, knowing they
can come back , knowing there’s some
fun here ... If I could do this the rest of
my life, until my last breath on Earth,
that would be the dream come true.”
bdunphy@thespec.com
905-526-3262

Top citizen
dreams big
Parents taught him to ‘give back’

Recent Citizen 
of the Year winners
2005: McMaster University professor
Dr. Gary Warner, who is known for
promoting peace and was named to
the Order of Canada the same year.
2004: Ray Johnson of Ancaster (died
in 2005), who was a former CFL foot-
ball player who worked with youths in
sports at McMaster University for
decades and numerous civic groups.
2003: Philanthropist Neil McArthur,
who has given donations to McMas-
ter University, the Good Shepherd
Centre and Hamilton Health Sciences.
2002: Former Stelco executive Bob
Jones, who has been active in the
United Way and numerous other 
organizations.
2001: CH-TV anchor Dan McLean,
who is called Mr. Hamilton by some
for his work in helping numerous
community organizations and events
over the last few decades.

The Hamilton Spectator

DR. NATHALIE XIAN YI YAN
Dr. Nathalie Xian Yi Yan arrived in Canada
in November 2000 not speaking a word

of English. She
speaks English now
and ran for city
council last year.
Within three years
of her arrival, while
holding down three
jobs at times, Dr. 
Xian Yi Yan was able

to open her own practice of Traditional
Chinese Medicine and has since conduct-
ed 154 free workshops and 24 public
seminars on its benefits. She is a volun-
teer for such organizations as the Hamil-
ton Women’s Detox Centre, YMCA, YW-
CA, Salvation Army and the United Way.

DR. CHRIS SPENCE
Dr. Chris Spence, a former CFL football
player, is director of education for the

Hamilton-Went-
worth District
School Board. He
has become dedi-
cated to overcoming
the barrier poverty
poses to children.
He had a significant
role in the develop-

ment of Boys 2 Men, Project G.O. (Girls
only) and the Read to Succeed Program,
which motivates and teaches boys to
read. The success of these programs was
featured in a documentary about his life
and a Reader’s Digest article. Spence also
has five film credits to his name: one that
was aired on the CBC and another that
was screened at the Reel World Film 
Festival in March 2004.

DR. JOHN FRID
Dr. John Frid is a retired rheumatologist
and a Fellow of the Royal College of

Physicians and Sur-
geons of Canada. He
has been a member
of the Hamilton 
Rotary Club for 39
years and is a Past
Governor of Rotary
International. He
has also held, or

continues to hold, roles in organizations
such as McMaster University, Mohawk
College, Hamilton Community Founda-
tion, Hillfield Strathallan College, Street
Kids International and Canadian Land
Mines Foundation. Frid has had roles in
international service projects in such
countries as India, Uganda, Honduras,
Bangladesh, Nepal, Guyana and China.

DR. CARL J. TURKSTRA
Carl J. Turkstra, P. Eng, has served on the
Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra Board

since April 2005. He
is currently Chair of
the HPO’s For the
Love of Music Cam-
paign. Turkstra
works with the
Tackling Poverty 
Initiative and is a
long-time partner of

the Art Gallery of Hamilton. As a philan-
thropist, he has supported numerous
schools in starting breakfast programs.
He was a big supporter of Redeemer 
University College during its recent 
$11.5 million Growing With Integrity capi-
tal campaign, which included construc-
tion of the Peter Turkstra Library.

MORTEZA JAFARPOUR
Morteza is a founding member of the Set-
tlement and Integration Services Organi-

zation (SISO) —
which helps immi-
grants — and for
the past eight years
has served as its 
executive director.
Through his efforts,
approximately
5,000 people each

year are helped in Hamilton alone, includ-
ing many refugee children. In the last 17
years, he has been a mentor to many
community groups, serving on boards of
directors and several committees.

Youth nominees

VICTORIA BRAGUES
Victoria is a volunteer at the SISO youth
program and, after the tsunami disaster

in December 2004,
she mobilized fellow
students at her
school to organize a
fundraising dinner
for victims. Her ef-
forts raised over
$3,000. She has
helped youth prac-
tice English, been a

buddy sharing practical tips on life in
Canada and helps to engage new immi-
grants in group activities. Victoria volun-
teers twice a week to help run a girls-only
volleyball program, has been a referee
and coach with the CYO elementary foot-
ball teams and a peer mentor at her
church for youth receiving confirmation.

ERIC SMART
Eric, a student at Parkside High School in
Dundas, helps disabled students. At

lunch, he reads Har-
ry Potter to the stu-
dents, plays card
games or gives mi-
ni-art lessons. He
turned a spare peri-
od he had into an
English class to tu-
tor these students

and when Parkside closed its compre-
hensive class and moved it to Westdale,
Eric made arrangements with the teach-
ers at Westdale so he could visit.
Eric is involved with the Civitan Special
Olympics programs and is a volunteer at
Chedoke Hospital. Eric also helps the 
elderly. He visits St. Joseph’s Villa to talk
to residents and to play Scrabble.

JOSH HARVEY
Josh Harvey is a community volunteer,
and active at Parkside High School in

Dundas. He’s in vari-
ous music programs
such as choir and
jazz choir. Josh par-
ticipates in the anti-
racism program at
the school and has
visited classrooms
to talk about the

forms racism takes in a community. Josh
is strongly involved with St. Paul’s
Church, helping babysit in the nursery as
well as speaking in front of the church
about environmental issues.  He has 
assisted in fundraising on behalf of Free
the Children to provide fresh drinking 
water to a Kenyan village. 

MADDISON BABINEAU
Maddison Babineau is a cancer patient
who doesn’t let it slow down her effort to

fundraise and help
the community. Her
first act of philan-
thropy was at four
when she raided her
piggy bank to give
to the MS Telethon.
While battling a rare
form of bone cancer

at 12, she was able to complete Grade 8
and get her class to raise thousands of
dollars in a walk-a-thon. Using a wish
from the Children’s Wish Foundation, she
had a school built in Africa. She sold 
jewellery from her hospital bed to help
the school.

JAMIE SHOLER 

and STEVEN MARTINEZ
Jamie and Steven are Grade 8 students at
Adelaide Hoodless School. On Aug. 5,

2006, Jamie and
Steven’s best friend,
Drew Lee, was bru-
tally assaulted on
his way home from
an event at Gage
Park. The boys be-
gan fundraising to
help Drew and have

staged events that have raised $7,500.
The money is to help buy Drew an electric
wheelchair and to help make his home
wheelchair accessible. A suspect in
Drew’s beating has been arrested.
The Hamilton Spectator

Sabrina, 11, ‘stunned’ to receive award

2006 Citizen of the Year nominees 

We look at past and present 
Distinguished Citizens of the Year 
in a Spec Video at thespec.com

BY DANIEL NOLAN

The honours keep coming for leg-
endary radio personality Bill Sturrup.

Sturrup, who died of cancer Jan. 16
at the age of 68, received the 2006
Hamilton Spectator Community Ser-
vice Award last night at the annual cit-
izen of the year dinner.

His daughter Deb, 42, picked up the
award. Other nominees were Art
French, Marlene Gibson and Susan
Petrula.

Sturrup, who was a CHML radio 
reporter for 45 years, was active in the
local sports community, including
with the Hamilton Bulldogs. The team
named its press box in honour of the
well-liked Sturrup and Hamilton po-
lice named their media room for him.

“I’m really proud of him,” said Deb.
“He would have loved this, but he didn’t
like being recognized for stuff. He just
did it.”

Tonight, Sturrup will be honoured by
Crime Stoppers, another group he was
active with. The organization is nam-
ing an award after the well-liked media
personality and Deb and her brother
Mike, 40, will be on hand to accept the
honour, plus family friend Cecelia
Carter-Smith, at the Sheraton.

Sturrup worked with such groups as
the CANUSA Games. He was the voice
of the Tiger-Cats and the Bulldogs.
About 300 people attended a memori-
al for Sturrup Sunday at Ryerson Unit-
ed Church.
dnolan@thespec.com
905-526-3351

MacVicar

Pursley
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Bill Sturrup, CHML’s legendary broadcaster, received The Spec Community Award.

Sturrup 
had passion
for telling
city’s stories
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